
R. Lithii iodidi.gr. iv 25
Ext. gentianœ
Pulv. gentianse,ää.gr. i 06

M. Fiat cap. No. i. Sig.: One such capsule three or four
times a day.

Acne.
In the treatment of acne occurring in young individuals,

Shoemaker recommends the folloAving outline of treatment:
R. Ferri pyrophos.gr. i |06

Calcii sulphidi.gr. ss |03
Strych. sulphatis.gr. 1/80 |008
Quin.sulph.gr. i |06

M. Fiat cap. No. i. Sig.: One such capsule three times
daily.
Locally the folloAving should be applied:
R. Ung. hydrarg. nitratis.3i 41

Lanolini .Sss 15 j
Camphora; .gr. xx 1130
Beta-naphthol .gr. xv 11
Ung. zinci oxidi benzoatis.Sss 15|

M. Fiat unguentum. Sig.: Apply locally night and morn¬

ing.
Scabies.

The folloAving outline of treatment has been recommended
by M. Hodara in the treatment of scabies:
R. Olei olivas

Adipis,ää.3v 20
Sulphuris
Beta-naphthol, ââ.3i 4
Balsami peruv.3ss 2
Creta;prep.3i 4

M. Fiat unguentum. Sig.: To be thoroughly applied oA-er
the affected areas at night.
In the treatment of young children the foregoing may be

diluted by adding an equal quantity of olive oil. When im¬
petigo or severe eczematous conditions aeeompanj' the scabies
the folloAving is recommended:
R. Liq. petrolati

Glycerini,ää.3ii 8
Lanolini.3vii 28
Sulphuris .3ii 8
Zinci oxidi.3v 20
Menthol.gr. ii 12

M. Fiat unguentum. Sig.: Apply locally to the affected
areas.

Pertussis.
H. J. Ring, in Calif. State Med. Jour., states that the fluid

extract of castanea has formed the basis of his treatment of
pertussis for several 3*ears past. He has found that it acts
more promptly if combined with belladonna and hyoscyamus.
When there are indications of brain complications he com¬

bines it with small doses of fluid extract of ergot. One advan¬
tage of this preparation is that when combined with simple
syrup all children take it readily, as it is not unpleasant, and
it is a harmless remedy Avhen given in medicinal doses hoAv-
ever long it may be continued. It may be gÌA-en in from 15 to
20 minim doses (1.-1.30) at any age over 2 years, and repeated
every tAVO hours. The folloAving combination is recommended
by him :

R. Ext. castanea; flu (chestnut).Si 30]
Ext. belladonna; flu.gtt. iv 125
Ext. hyoseyami flu. (according to age)

........'....*.'..m. x-3i |65-4.
Syr. simplicis q. s.ad.S'v 120|

M. Sig.: One teaspoonful eA'ery two hours.
Any local application desired may be used in connection

Avith this treatment, but care must be observed in obtaining
a reliable preparation of castanea.
The preparation made from the fresh root of Cochlearia

armoracia (horse-radish root) is recommended by French
authorities as of value in the treatment of whooping cough.
It may be combined Avith an infusion of coffee as follows:
R. Spts. armoracia; co. (B.P.).3ii 81

Infusi coffea; q. s.ad.$iv 120
M. Sig.: One tablespoonful everA' four hours.
Four or five drops of the wine of ipecac may be added to the

foregoing combination if desirable.

Medicolegal
Not Liable for Insanitary Prison.—A municipal corporation,

the Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia holds, in the
ease of Shaw vs. City of Charleston, is not liable for injuries
to a person occasioned by the insanitary condition of its prison
while he is confined therein for violation of a city ordinance.
The explanation given is that the maintenance of a prison is
the exercise of a purely governmental power, and that there¬
fore a municipal corporation is not liable for injuries caused
by negligence or omission of duty on the part of its officers
and agents respecting its prison or persons confined therein.
Relation of Second Miscarriage to Accident.—The Supreme

Court of Texas says that in Rapid Transit Railway Co. vs.
Smith, an action brought by the latter to recover damages
for personal injuries to his wife, there was testimony to show
that the wife shortly after the accident had a miscarriage,
and later another. The jury were instructed that, if they
found that the second miscarriage was the result of the
original injury, they should consider it in assessing the
damages, otherwise not. The Supreme Court thinks it would
have been better to have instructed the jury as to the purpose
for which it was to be considered, namely, in determining
the extent of such injury, and not for the purpose of allowing
specific damages for that miscarriage itself.

May Charge for Liquors Properly Administered.—The Kan¬
sas statute provides that a physician lawfully and regularly
engaged in the practice of his profession, if he shall deem it
necessary to the health of a patient, may administer intox¬
icating liquors to the patient. It follows, therefore, the
Supreme Court of Kansas holds, in the case of State vs.

Wilson, that in the absence of any statutory inhibition he
may charge and receive pay therefor. The following defini¬
tion was given: "The legal definition of the word 'administer'
is to give, supply, or dispense." It was contended that the
word "furnish" should have been added. But the court holds
that it was not necessary to use all the synonyms of the word
in order to convey to the jury a correct definition of it.
Can Not Compel Re-exhibition of Person.—The Court of

Civil Appeals of Texas holds, Houston & Texas Central Rail¬
road Co. vs. Anglin, an action brought to recover damages
for personal injuries to the minor son of the latter party,
that there was no errror in the refusal of the trial court to
require the boy to exhibit his chest to a physician, so as to
permit the latter to examine the same, although it appeared
that the physician had previously examined him, and that,
while testifying in his own behalf, the boy had removed part
of his clothing and exhibited to the jury a depression in the
lower part of his chest, claimed to have been caused by a

crushing of the same at the time of the alleged accident. The
Court of Civil Appeals says that, whatever may be the rule
in other jurisdictions, it regards it as well settled in that
state that a court has no authority to compel a party to
exhibit his person to a physician, or any other person, for the
purpose of examination; and the fact that he has done so once

does not deprive him of the right to refuse to do so again.
Powers of Superintendent of Health.—The Supreme Court of

North Carolina says, in the case of Coppie vs. Commissioners
of Davie County, that it is of the opinion that the county super¬
intendent of health has no right to delegate the performance
of his official duties to others—certainly not so as to give
his employes the right to make their services a county charge.
The office of superintendent of health is one of trust and
responsibility. Such superintendent is paid a salary pursuant
to the statute at that time fixed by the board of commission¬
ers, and they have the right to expect and require that he
will perform the duties for which he is paid. In this case an

insolvent person had the smallpox. To prevent the spread of
the disease, in the judgment of the superintendent of health,
the officer who was given control of the matter, it was neces¬

sary to remove and isolate the patient. This was done by
removing him to a pesthouse belonging to certain mills. The
plaintiff, a physician, took the patient to the pesthouse, took
his meals to him three times a dav, and attended to him
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continually during his sickness, Avhen no one else could be
found to do it, at the request and by the direction of the
superintendent of health. This, the court says, was no delega¬
tion of that officer's duties. The superintendent did attend
the patient. He was performing the duties imposed on him
by statute, and this Avas a case where the employment of help
Avas necessarily contemplated and authorized. It could not
be suggested for a moment that the power of the superin¬
tendent Avas exhausted when he had the patient removed, and
that the statute contemplated that he Avas to be left Avithout
food or attendance. There Avas no abdication of his office by
the superintendent. On the contrary, in providing for the
care and attendance that officer Avas carrying out his duty
as prompted by every instinct of humanity, and sanctioned
by the express provision of a Avise and merciful laAV. If the
county pesthouse had been properly equipped and ready, and
nurses and sustenance provided, the county commissioners
might have reasonably required that patients of this character
should be removed into the public pesthouse, provided the
quarantine could be made effective that way. The county
pesthouse was not ready, and the court holds that, under the
statute, and on the facts of the case, the superintendent of
health had the power to direct this removal and provide for
the maintenance of the patient, to the amount of its reason¬

able worth.
When May Court Compel Examination Board to Issue Li¬

cense.—The Supreme Court of Washington says, in State vs.

Board of Dental Examiners of the State of Washington,
that it seems to it that the confusion that arises in the dis¬
cussion of the question of the right of the courts to interfere
with the discretion of an examining board arises more from
the inaccurate terms which are used by the laAV writers
than from any inherent difficulty in the law itself. The gen¬
eral rule is well established that the courts can not revieAv
the discretion which has by law been vested exclusively in
inferior tribunals, and mandamus will therefore not lie to
compel the performance of acts or duties which necessarily
call for the exercise of discretion on the part of the officer
or board at whose hands their performance is required, be¬
cause the state has, as in this instance, specified the officers
on whose judgment on the questions submitted to them the
state is willing to rely. Taking the case at bar (where a
mandamus was sought) for an example, if a record of the
examination had been produced in court, with the questions,
answers, and credits given to each question, who would de¬
termine whether or not a particular ansAver had received a
sufficient credit? Certainly not the jury, for they are not
presumably competent to pass a proper judgment on such
subjects. Not the judge, for his qualifications do not em¬

brace, or at least require, an expert knowledge of the science
of dentistry. Expert witnesses could not be properly per¬
mitted to testify for the reason that the state has already
designated and empowered experts to pass on these questions,
presumably by reason of their recognized qualifications. But,
notwithstanding this, it is equally well established that
courts will compel by mandamus the honest performance of
official duty, and if, under pretense of exercising discretion,
the power is exercised with manifest injustice, or is grossly
abused, or duty is avoided, the courts will grant relief. The
action of the court must in reality be based on the assump¬
tion that 'the inferior tribunal has refused to exercise the
discretion with which it is clothed, because, if it acts arbi¬
trarily or fraudulently, or through unworthy or selfish mo¬

tives, or conspires against the rights of individuals, under
the law, and therefore against the laAV itself, it has not
strictly, as is frequently said, "abused its discretion"—a term
which is responsible for some confusion of ideas on this sub¬
ject—but, in contemplation of law it has not exercised its
discretion at all, but has sought to substitute arbitrary and
fraudulent disposition and determination of the question
submitted for the honest discretion demanded by the laAV. In
such cases the law will by mandamus compel the tribunal to
act honestly and fairly, or, in other words, to exercise its
discretion; and, when this distinction is kept in mind, the
seeming difficulties whieh have surrounded this question, and
Ayhich haAre caused so much discussion, disappear.

Current Medical Literature
AMERICAN.

Titles marked with an asterisk (*) are abstracted below.

Medical Record, New York.
June 3.

1 * Inflammatory Diseases of the Uterine Adnexa and Its Treat¬
ment. H. Grad, New York.

2 »Ophthalmic Suggestions. R. Kalish, New York.
3 *Heart and Circulation in the Prognosis and Management of

Pulmonary Tuberculosis. S. von Ruck, Asheville, N. C.
4 »Relation of Ethmoidal Inflammation to Asthma. H. Cog-

geshall, New York.
5 »Difficult Diagnosis in a Case of Abdominal Pregnancy. W. S.

Langfltt, Pittsburg, Pa.
6 Case of Heroin Habit. C. E. Atwood, New York.
7 Cactus Grandifloras. F. Ellingwood, Chicago.
1. Inflammatory Disease of the Uterine Adnexa.—Grad con¬

siders the anatomy of the adnexa, the etiology of inflammatory
processes in this region, their pathology and their relation to
pelvic abscess and peritonitis, the clinical history of acute and
chronic salpingitis and of ectopie pregnancy. The author be¬
lieves that the use of palliative methods is very important, as
the natural termination of these lesions is in resolution and
cure. Procrastination in operative measures and judicious
persistence in general treatment is to be strongly urged. The
use of opiates requires especial care in order not to mask the
symptoms and yet not to permit the patient to suffer needlessly.
Local treatment may or may not be necessary, and antiseptic
applications and irrigations with liberation of pus and abso¬
lute cleanliness are the essentials in the treatment of the vari¬
ous lesions of the urethra, vulva, vagina and cervix. Grad calls
attention to the danger attempting radical operation during
the acute exacerbations, which he terms a questionable proced¬
ure. Vaginal drainage will usually bring about a cessation of
symptoms with improvement in the patient's condition. The
technic of pelvic operations is treated at length, special stress
being laid on the matter of conservative measures and their
advisability, when possible. Vaginal section by a T-shaped
incision is commended for use in suitable cases.

2. Some Ophthalmic Suggestions.—In regard to diseases of
the eye, Kalish points out some popular fallacies which, he
says, are often the cause of serious injury to the visual power.
Among these is the senseless outcry against the wearing of
glasses by the young, the belief that squint in young children
should go untreated, as they will outgrow it, and especially
what the author terms the self-fitting of glasses in the estab¬
lishments of opticians. The victims in these places are al¬
lowed themselves to select the glasses that seem to "fit," and
20 per cent, of such eyes are accurately corrected as to the re¬
fractive error, and sooner or later it is discovered that serious
damage has been done. Much emphasis is laid by the author
on the broad rule that glasses should never be ordered without
an ophthalmoscopie examination. Instances are cited in which
the glasses obtained from opticians were wholly unsuitable and
did positive harm.
3. Heart and Circulation in Prognosis and Management of

Pulmonary Tuberculosis.—von Ruck says that the relation of
the heart and circulation to the course of chronic pulmonary
tuberculosis is a factor both in the prognosis and management
of such cases which is not generally accorded the attention
and study which its importance demands. He suggests the
analogy between the relation of the heart and circulation to
the local disease in acute pneumonia and in chronic pulmo¬
nary tuberculosis. According to his conception, this relation
differs chiefly in that the pulmonary obstruction develops rap¬
idly in the one and more slowly in the other. By reason of
this difference, more can be done to conserve or to increase
the power of the heart in phthisis than in acute pneumonia.
It follows that close observation of the circulation in the
course of phthisis is imperative, and that a weak second pul-
monic sound is to be regarded as a danger signal, just as in
acute pneumonia. Overexereise is considered by von Ruck as
a potent factor in the production of tachycardia in consump¬
tives, and he cites statistics from the Winyah Sanitarium
showing that of 60 patients with disturbed heart action, in 58
per cent, overexereise had been a contributing factor in its
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